AN ACT
RELATI NG TO PUBLI C SCHOOL TRANSPORTATI ON; CHANG NG THE
TRANSPORTATI ON FUNDI NG FORMULA; CREATI NG AN EMERGENCY FUND,
AMENDI NG AND REPEALI NG SECTI ONS OF THE NWVBSA 1978; DECLARI NG

AN EMERGENCY.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. Section 22-8-29 NWVSA 1978 (being Laws 1967,
Chapter 16, Section 78, as anmended) is anended to read:
"22-8-29. TRANSPORTATI ON DI STRI BUTI ONS- - REPORTS- -
PAYMENTS. - -

A. Prior to Novenmber 15 of each year, each |oca
school board of a school district shall report to the state
transportation director, upon forns furnished by the state
transportation director, the follow ng informati on concerni ng
the district's operation on the fortieth day of school:

(1) the nunber and designation of school bus
routes in operation in the school district;

(2) the nunber of mles travel ed by each
school bus on each school bus route, showi ng the route
m | eage in accordance with the type of road surface travel ed;

(3) the nunber of students transported on
the fortieth day of school and adjusted for special education
students on Decenber 1;

(4) the projected nunmber of students to be HB 123
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transported in the next school year;
(5) the seating capacity, age and m | eage of
each bus used in the district for student transportation; and
(6) the nunber of total mles traveled for
each school district's per capita feeder routes.

B. Each | ocal school board of a school district
mai nt ai ni ng a school bus route shall make further reports to
the state transportation director at other tines specified by
the state transportation director.

C. The state transportation director shall
certify to the state superintendent that the allocations from
the transportation distributions to each school district are
based upon the transportation distribution fornula
established in the Public School Code. The allocations for
the first six nmonths of a school year shall be based upon the
tentative transportation budget of the school district for
the current fiscal year. Allocations to a school district
for the remai nder of the school year shall adjust the anopunt
received by the school district so that it equals the anmount
t he school district is entitled to receive for the entire
school year based upon the Novenber 15 report and subject to
audit and verification.

D. The departnent shall make periodic install nment
paynments to school districts during the school year fromthe

transportation distributions, based upon the allocations
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certified by the state transportation director."

Section 2. Section 22-8-29.1 NVSA 1978 (being Laws
1995, Chapter 208, Section 10, as anended) is anmended to
read:

"22-8-29.1. CALCULATI ON OF TRANSPORTATI ON ALLOCATI ON. -

A, As used in this section:

(1) "annual variables" neans the
coefficients calculated by regressing the total operationa
expenditures fromtwo years prior to the current school year
for each school district using the nunber of students
transported and the nunerical value of site characteristics;

(2) "base anpbunt" neans the fixed anount
that is the sane for all school districts;

(3) "total operational expenditures" neans
the sumof all to-and-from school transportation
expendi tures, excluding expenditures incurred in accordance
with the provisions of Section 22-8-27 NVBA 1978; and

(4) "variable amount" neans the sum of the
product of the annual variables nultiplied by each school
district's nunerical value of the school district's site
characteristics multiplied by the nunber of days of operation
for each school district.

B. The departnent shall calculate the

transportation allocation for each school district. HB 123
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C. The base amount is designated as product A
Product A is the constant cal cul ated by regressing the total
operational expenditures fromthe two years prior to the
current school year for school district operations using the
nunerical value of site characteristics approved by the state
board. The legislative education study conmttee and the
| egislative finance conmittee nmay review the site
characteristics devel oped by the state transportation
director prior to approval by the state board.

D. The variable anount is designated as product
B. Product B is the predicted additional expenditures for
each school district based on the regression anal ysis using
the site characteristics as predictor variables multiplied by
t he nunber of days.

E. The allocation to each school district shal
be equal to product A plus product B.

F. For the 1999-2000, 2000-2001 and 2001-2002
school years, the transportation allocation for each schoo
district shall not be |l ess than one hundred percent or nore
t han one hundred fifteen percent of the 1998-1999 school
year's transportati on expenditure.

G The adjustnent factor shall be applied to the
al | ocati on amount determ ned pursuant to Subsections E and F
of this section.”

Section 3. Section 22-8-29.4 NVBA 1978 (being Laws
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1995, Chapter 208, Section 13) is anmended to read:
"22-8-29.4. TRANSPORTATI ON DI STRI BUTI ON ADJUSTMENT
FACTOR. - -

A. The state superintendent shall establish a
transportation distribution adjustnment factor. The
adj ustment factor shall be calculated as foll ows:

(1) calculate the unadjusted transportation
al l ocation for each school district, previously designated as
product A plus product B;

(2) the sumtotal of product A plus product
Bin all school districts added together equals product C
and

(3) subtract product Cfromthe tota
operational transportation distribution for the current year
and divide the result by product C and then add 1 in the
follow ng manner: "[(total operational transportation
distribution - ¢ = C] + 1". The result is the
transportation distribution adjustnment factor.

B. As used in this section, "total operationa
transportation distribution” neans the total |egislative
appropriation for the transportation distribution mnus
anmounts included for capital outlay expenses.”

Section 4. Section 22-8-29.6 NVSA 1978 (being Laws
1995, Chapter 208, Section 15) is anmended to read:

"22-8-29.6. TRANSPORTATI ON EMERGENCY FUND. - -

HB 123
Page 5



A. The "transportati on emergency fund" is created
in the state treasury. Mney in the fund shall not revert to
the general fund at the end of any fiscal year. Money in the
fund is appropriated to the departnent for the purpose of
funding transportati on enmergencies. The state superintendent
shall make distributions only to ensure the safety of
students receiving to-and-fromtransportati on services.

B. The state superintendent shall account for al
transportation enmergency distributions and shall nmake ful
reports to the governor, the |egislative education study
commttee and the |l egislative finance conmmttee of paynents
made. "

Section 5. REPEAL. --Sections 22-8-29.2, 22-8-29.3 and
22-8-29.5 NMSA 1978 (being Laws 1995, Chapter 208, Sections
11, 12 and 14) are repeal ed.

Section 6. DELAYED REPEAL. --Section 22-8-29 NVSA 1978
(being Laws 1967, Chapter 16, Section 78, as anended) is
repeal ed effective July 1, 2001

Section 7. EMERGENCY.--1t is necessary for the public
peace, health and safety that this act take effect

i mredi atel y.
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